Message

From: Proto, Paul [/O=EXCHANGELABS/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP
(FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=E9B2E837D7ED4826B3AC421843833318-PPROTO]
Sent: 2/25/2022 3:50:04 PM

To: Miranda Nichols (MPCA) [miranda.nichols@state.mn.us]
Subject: Birch Lake data and analyses for 2022 IWL
Hi Miranda,

The discussion surrounding Birch Lake for finalizing the 2022 IWL has started on our end with EPA HQ. We are trying to
prevent this from escalating and | was wondering if you could share the sulfate data set which was considered in 2022
and analyses on Birch Lake.

| will take a look at my files, | know | have data which was considered for the 2020 review of Birch Lake, assume there
isn’t going to be much “new” information added to that data set. But seeing and understanding the data considered will

be helpful.

| think understanding the MPCA sulfate assessment process employed in 2022 and being able to answer the nitty-gritty
questions will be something that | will need to do for my management and HQ.

Perhaps we can set up a 30 min call in the coming weeks to where | can ask any clarifying questions on the Birch Lake
data and analysis. That may be helpful too.

Happy Friday,
Paul

Paul Proto} Environmental Scientist | U.S. EPA, Region 5, Water Division, Watersheds & Wetlands Branch
77 W. Jackson Blvd., WW-16J | Chicago, IL 60604 | 312-353-8657 {Office) | proto.paul@epa.gov
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